
 

 

 
 
 

AAA Business Bulletin 
 

Health & safety requirements for honey exports to the EU: insights 

from Uganda. 
 

Scarcity in the honey market increasingly leads to a higher frequency of 

adulterated honey reaching European markets. Honey laundering and 

supplies of honey with serious quality problems such as high levels of hydroxyl 

methyl-furfural (HMF) and pesticide residues have led to restrictions from the 

side of the EU. Honey exports to the EU are only allowed by non-EU countries 

which are on the so-called „third country list’.1 

 

In order to get on this list, a country should have a thorough Residue 

Monitoring Plan in place, for the limitation and analysis of veterinary and other 

residues in honey. Uganda is on the „third country list‟. What this entails was 

explained to AAA members by the Ugandan Ministry of Agriculture during the 

2015 Uganda Honey Week, and is captured in this Business Bulletin. It will be of 

interest to producers from other countries aiming to export honey to the EU.  

 

1. Uganda‟s National Residue Monitoring Plan 

 

The EU requests all of the so called “third countries” to provide accurate and 

up-to-date information on sanitary and phytosanitary regulations, in-country 

controls and risk assessment procedures with regard to products that are 

exported to the EU. It is mandatory to provide information on zoonotic 

diseases and on the residues of veterinary medicinal products and other 

pharmacological active substances used to treat hives2, including antibiotics 

such as chloramphenicol, sulphonamides, pesticides and heavy metals.  

 

Uganda is one of the few African countries allowed to export honey to the EU 

(next to Ethiopia, Tanzania and Zambia). To maintain access to the EU 

market, the Ugandan Department of Livestock Health and Entomology must 

carry out Honey Quality Regulatory Services. It develops and implements a 

National Residue Monitoring Plan (NRMP) every year. The implementation of 

the NRMP involves annual honey sample collection throughout the country, 

and subsequent analysis and submission of the analysis results to the EU. 

 

2. Information provided to the EU as part of the NRMP 

Uganda provides the EU with detailed information regarding: 

                                                        
1 CBI (2015) Buyer Requirements. Honey in Europe. http://www.cbi.eu/sites/default/files/buyer-

requirements-europe-honey-2015.pdf  

2 See the EU Guidance document to third countries, regarding food safety requirements: 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/international_affairs/trade/docs/interpretation_imports.pdf  
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 The competent authority that develops and implements the NRMP, the 

legal basis of and the process followed to get to the NRMP; 

 National production data; 

 Which residues are included in the plan and what the nationally 

allowed maximum residue levels (MRLs) are for these residues; 

 The followed sampling procedure for residue monitoring, the 

information flows of samples from samples to the competent authority 

and then to the lab and any irregularities in the sampling process;  

 If non-compliant samples can be traced back to the farm of origin; 

 Which measures were taken to correct for last year‟s non-conformities; 

 National procedures for the authorization of veterinary medicinal 

products and pharmacologically active substances. 

 

3. Additional requirements: strict hygiene and traceability 

 

Hygiene. Ugandan producers are expected to follow hygienic procedures 

while processing and handling honey, including a clean production 

environment and personnel trained on hygienic handling. The EU 

recommends that sector support organizations (such as National Honey 

Boards or other relevant sector institutes) develop practical guides to good 

hygienic practices, in line with EU requirements for food safety.  

 

Traceability. EU legislation prescribes products to be identifiable and 

traceable, in order to be able to take products that pose a health risk off the 

market as fast as possible. In practice, EU honey importers must be able to 

identify the supplier of each batch they have imported. Suppliers are 

therefore required to label their batches and keep samples for several years. 

Each batch should be accompanied by an authorized health certificate. 

 

4. Uganda as an example for future exporters 

 

It quickly becomes clear that complying with EU legislation requires a well-

established system for planning, monitoring, controlling and instruction to 

beekeepers, processors and exporters. Uganda can therefore be considered 

a good example for exporters from other countries. It is recommended you 

look into the Business Bulletins on “Good practices in Extraction and 

Processing” and “Good practices for Processing Plants”, which are based on 

information shared by the Ugandan Ministry and Standards Board. They can 

be found at the AAA Resource Centre. 

 

For further reading and more detailed information on exporting honey to the 

EU, please have a look at http://www.cbi.eu/market-information/honey-

sweeteners/buyer-requirements. 
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