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Pollination services: opportunities for beekeepers & agribusinesses 
 

1. What is pollination? 

 

Pollination is the movement of pollen grains from the “male” parts (anthers) to 

the “female” parts (stigma) of a flower, which enables fertilization and 

production. Thanks to pollination, the plant can produce seed and fruit. 

Pollination takes place in the flowering period of a plant, and it can be aided 

by wind, water or with the help of animals, especially insects.  

 

Most grain crops like wheat, maize and sorghum are wind pollinated, while 

animal pollinators are essential for many fruit and vegetable crops. Insects, 

especially honey bees and wild bees, but also flies, wasps, butterflies, certain 

beetles and even ants are known to provide very effective “pollination 

services” to different crops.  

 

2. Increasing productivity, quality and fruit size through pollination 

 

Thanks to pollination, many plants can create more, larger and better fruits 

and produce more seeds. This means that in agriculture, promoting pollination 

services can be a very low-cost means of increasing productivity. Pollination is 

key to productivity and food security, especially because fruit and vegetable 

crops benefit enormously from insect pollination.1  

 

Many farmers don’t recognize the importance of pollinators, as pollinating 

insects naturally deliver their services free of charge and almost invisibly. 

Studies among farmers in Kenya, Uganda, South Africa and Ghana pointed 

out that farmers often see pollinators as similar to other crop pests. Farmers 

could however benefit hugely from having more pollinators on their crops. For 

beekeeping and general agribusinesses alike, the promotion of pollinators 

                                                        
1African Pollinators Initiative (2004) Crops, Browse and Pollinators in Africa:  An Initial Stock-taking. 
Found at the AAA Resource Centre or at http://www.fao.org/3/a-a1504e.pdf 
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and pollination services can be a simple but effective tool to increase 

productivity and quality, and their overall business case. 

 

3. ‘Luring’ pollinators to your farm 

 

It’s useful to have an idea of which pollinators serve which plants, so you 

know how to “cater” for and attract those pollinators to your crops. Honey 

bees and wild bees pollinate many crops (e.g. deciduous fruits, watermelon, 

mango, cucumber, pumpkin, tomatoes, beans, coffee, cashew, coconut 

and many more), but you may also want to attract butterflies or moths (e.g. 

papaya), flies and thrips (e.g. cocoa) or beetles (e.g. oil palm). Many crops 

are serviced by more than one pollinator. Habitat preferences differ between 

pollinators, but generally speaking it’s important for them to have access to a 

landscape that provides a variety of sources of pollen and nectar (that 

means: different trees and flowers for them to feed on), water and nesting 

sites.  

 

Honey bees can live in hollow trees, crevices or man-made hives. Wild solitary 

bees and other insect pollinators may live in the ground, in stems, wood or 

stone. Pollinators are attracted to a diversity of plants, so intercropping, 

having trees nearby or using blooming cover crops will be of help. If “your” 

pollinator lives in the ground, you might have to be careful with soil tillage. In 

short, you have to look into the preferences of “your” preferred pollinator to 

know how to bring them to your farm. 

 

4. Installing hives near crops pollinated by honey bees 

 

If a crop is pollinated mostly or very efficiently by honey bees, it can be as 

‘easy’ as placing hives on site, making sure there’s water for them to drink 

and enough alternative forage in between the blooming periods of the 

dominant crop(s), and then you just let the bees do their thing. A beekeeping 

business can rent out hives to farmers that don’t have enough hives of their 

own during the blooming period.  

 

You can take a “hands off” approach by just letting the bees provide their 

pollination services, or you can try to actively benefit from other hive products 

as well, such as honey, wax and propolis. The latter could require training or 

instruction on how to manage hives and harvest these different products. 

From pollination services further interesting business opportunities may emerge. 

AAA members Star Cafe Limited and Sulma Foods know all about this. Coffee 

grower Star Cafe Limited needed optimal pollination for his crop. With the 

beekeeping expertise of Sulma Foods, the two managed to improve beekeeping 

practices, improve pollination and… bring a specialty coffee honey to the 

market. Read their story here: http://www.aa-academy.org/blog/perfect-

partnership-star-cafe-limited-and-sulma-foods. 


